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Welcome to A Level Classical Civilisation! 

You have just made the best choice of your life.  

Classical Civilisation is the best subject for those who have an interest in everything.  

During the course we will cover: 

• History 

• Literature  

• Drama 

• Politics 

• Art 

• Archaeology 

• Anthropology  

• Reception Theory  

• Theology 

• Architecture 

• Philosophy 

• And much, much more! 

 

What is Classical Civilisation? 

Classical Civilisation is the study of the cultures of Ancient Greece and Rome. It is a very wide ranging subject 

involving the study of literature, art and ancient thought and ideas, which are studied in the historical context.  

Though all of the literature would have been originally written in Ancient Greek and Latin, everything that we 

study will be in translation (in English).  

Why study Classical Civilisation?  

The number one reason to study Classical Civilisation is that it is endlessly and enduringly interesting. Why else 

would scholars have been writing about these civilisations for the last 2,000 years? 

Classical Civilisation is the perfect subject for someone who is an all rounder, but also for those who would like 

to increase their skills in a wide range of areas since it is all-encompassing and through reading a simple 

extract from a piece of ancient literature, you will have already covered elements of History, Philosophy, 

Language and many other disciplines. For this reason, Classical Civilisation is widely respected and can be 

extremely useful for whatever you might want to do in later life.  

Transferable Skills: 

• Analytical skills (from analysing sources and language) 

• Developing argument  

• Learning about and from cultures different from your own 

• Developing independent, critical and evaluative approaches  

Classical Civilisation can take you anywhere. It is the perfect complement to science subjects, as well as to 

supporting arts subjects. It is listed as an excellent subject to study to support university applications for Arts 

subjects and it is listed on UCL’s list of ‘preferred A Level options.’ 

 



 

What does the course look like?  

Over the course of 2 years we will complete the course listed below.  

We study two texts (The Odyssey and The Aeneid – the foundation texts of Western Literature ) and one 

choice from Component Group 2 and one from Component Group 3. 

We will be studying Greek Theatre and Love and Relationships. Both of these choices provide a wide overview 

of Greek and Roman life and provide great comparisons with the modern day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y12 

Y12 

Y13 

Y13 



 

Support  

Classical Civilisation will hopefully be an incredibly positive and fulfilling learning environment, but there may 

be times that you encounter problems with work, family, health, friends etc. that may have an impact on your 

life in school. 

If you are experiencing any difficulties, there are always people you can turn to in school.  

You can also come to see Ms Hussain or email her.  

Expectations 

In order to succeed during Classical Civilisation A Level, there are certain requirements that are expected 

during your time at school.  

You are expected to:  

• Have 100% attendance and excellent punctuality. If you are unwell, please contact your teacher prior 

to the lesson. If you have to miss a lesson for medical or academic appointments, it is your 

responsibility to catch up on the course content.  

• Complete two pieces of written homework every week and hand it in on time. In addition to this there 

will always be some peparation homework set too which may take the form of reading scholarship, 

watching lectures or listening to podcasts.   

• Spend 4 hours a week on personal study for Classical Civilisation. During this time you will be required 

to make detailed notes, read for essays and complete your homework. In order to do this, you must 

ensure that you are organised.  

• Manage your time both in and outside of school effectively. A Levels demand great commitment, thus 

you will be responsible for organising your time and your resources and keeping them tidy.  

• Work well with your peers. Be a respectful listener and a critical friend. Be supportive of everyone in 

the class to create a safe and inspiring learning environment.  

You should expect me to:  

• Mark homework and return it within two weeks of the hand-in date.  

• Be willing to discuss any questions that you might have and to be supportive of your learning and progression 
within the subject.  
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Useful Websites and Knowledge Growing Ideas 

• The course website: www.ocr.org.uk If you go onto the website and type in ‘Classical Civilisation A 

Level’ you will be taken to the area of the website that includes: the course information and some 

sample questions.  

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qykl: Log on to ‘In Our Time’ on BBC Radio4. They have 

some excellent discussions about Ancient Writers such as The Philosophy of Love since Plato and The 

Odyssey – this will serve as an excellent introduction to the text. 

• Follow Mary Beard on Twitter and watch her documentaries on Pompeii and read her books: 

o  Pompeii 

o Confronting the Classics 

o SPQR 

o Women and Power 

• Read modern novels about Ancient Texts like:  

o The Children of Jocasta by Natalie Haynes (a story of Oedipus the King from his wife’s POV) 

o The Song of Achilles by Madeleine Miller 

o Troy by Adele Geras 

• Read about Tragedy in Poetics by Aristotle – this may help you with your holiday question 

Watch Troy (with Brad Pitt and Orlando Bloom in it!) – this tells the story of the Iliad, which comes before The 

Odyssey. It will provide good background. 

 

Tasks:  

1. Order your copy of the Odyssey: Homer, ‘Odyssey’ translated by E.V. Rieu, revised translation by 

D.C.H. Rieu (Penguin) 

2. Read at least Books 1-12 (you can keep reading, if you wish).  

3. From your reading (or research, if necessary), complete the table on the key characters in the 

Odyssey and the Homeric terms table.  

4. Read the introduction to the Odyssey (Jenkyns- at the end of this booklet). From it and Books 1-12, 

complete:  

a. A visual representation of what you think is the most interesting scene in the Odyssey (I leave 

it to you to choose what media you use) 

b. One question that you would like to learn more about the Odyssey over the year.  

c. ‘Odysseus is not a hero, in the modern sense of the word.’ Do you agree with this statement? 

Answers should be two pages, handwritten, ideally with about 4 paragraphs. One of these 

could be about whether he is an ancient Greek hero, if you would like to research this.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qykl


Homeric terms table 

Greek Term Meaning and Explanation 

xenia  
 

nostos  
 

kleos  
 

time  
 

key characters in the Odyssey 

Name Who is he/she? What is their involvement in the Odyssey? 

Penelope   

Telemachus   

Anticleia   

Laertes   

Circe   

Calypso   

Nausicaa   

Polyphemus   

Eurymachus   

Antinous   



Academic Enrichment Suggestions:  

READ! 

• Circe by Madeleine Miller 

• The Song of Achilles by Madeleine Miller 

• The Silence of the Girls by Pat Barker 

• The Women of Troy by Pat Barker 

• The Children of Jocasta by Natalie Haynes 

• A Thousand Ships by Natalie Haynes 

• Pandora by Natalie Haynes 

• The Secret History  by Donna Tartt 

• The Penelopiad by Margaret Atwood 

• The Odyssey translated by Emily Wilson (first edition to be published in the English language by a woman) 

• Mythos by Stephen Fry  

• Home Fire by Kamila Shamsie 

• Ancient Texts: 

o Metamorphoses by Ovid  

o The Iliad by Homer 

 

WATCH! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U Ben Hur 

U Hercules (Disney) 

U Jason and the Argonauts 

PG Spartacus 

PG The Odyssey (1997) 

PG Clash of the Titans (1981) 

12 Pompeii 

12  Agora 

12 The Eagle 

15 300 

15 Alexander 

15 Gladiator 

15 Troy 

LISTEN! 

BBC ‘In Our Time’ podcast: 

• The Greek Myths  

• Tragedy  

• The Odyssey  

(Always make detailed notes as you listen!)  

 



Jenyns Scholarship 
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Classical Civilisation  
Summer 2024 Bridging Work 

All reading you have to do is attached at the end of the booklet 

 

Name:  

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

The 9 Muses: 

 Clio (History), Euterpe (Music), Thalia (Comedy), Melpomeni (Tragedy), Terpsichore (Dance), 

Erato (Love Poetry), Polymnia (Hymns & Mimic Art), Ourania (Astronomy), Calliope (Epic 

Poetry) 
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1. General Classics Knowledge 

 

Mythology 

 

❖ Greek Tragedy was based on well-known myths and religion was an intrinsic part 

of Greek society. Therefore, you need to make sure you know all major 

mythological stories and have a strong understanding of all their deities.  

❖ TASK 1: You need to research the main Olympian Gods and the most well-known 

myths associated with them and summarise this on the following table on p3-4.  

❖ Dig as deep as you can and read as many stories as you can in order to gain a good 

overview.  

 

NB: the myths will change, sometimes drastically from source to source so do not worry if 

you get very different ideas to everyone else.  

Good websites to research the gods and goddesses are the two links below: 

• https://www.greekmythology.com/  

• https://www.theoi.com/ 

Recommended books to expand your knowledge:  

• Orchard Book of Greek Myths by Robert Graves (it looks childish, but the myths are 

told well and accurately) 

• Mythos by Stephen Fry – a very current book. There is a lot of artistic licence in this 

one, but it is a very entertaining read.  

• Pandora’s Jar by Natalie Haynes – very current and interesting look at women in 

Greek myth 

• Classical Myths by Jenny March 
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God/Goddess 
Add Roman 
name below 

the Greek 
names 

 
 

God/Goddess of? 

 
 

Symbols 
 

 
Major mythological stories associated 

with them  

Zeus  
 
 
 
 
 

  

Hera  
 
 
 
 
 

  

Athene  
 
 
 
 

 

  

Poseidon  
 
 
 
 
 

  

Hermes  
 
 
 
 
 

  

Apollo  
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TASK 2: Major Mythological tales you need to research and create storyboards for: 

➢ The Oresteia  

➢ The Trojan war -from the judgement of Paris to the fleeing of Aeneas to found Rome 

Your storyboard should be filled with creative and colourful images which clearly represent parts of the story. 

It can be realistically drawn or you can use symbols. 

Dionysus  
 
 
 
 

 

  

Artemis  
 
 
 

 

  

Hestia  
 
 
 
 
 

  

Demeter  
 
 
 
 
 

  

Hades  
 
 
 
 
 

  

Aphrodite   
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2. Greek Theatre 

 

 

For the Greek Theatre unit, you will have to read three plays: 

• Bacchae by Euripides  

• Oedipus the King by Sophocles 

• The Frogs by Aristophanes 

Over the summer holidays, you must purchase the following copies of the plays: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TASK 3: Read the article on the origins of Greek theatre (given to you in the taster lesson) 

TASK 4: Fill in the table on p6 which is full of key terms you will need to know when studying Greek theatre 

TASK 5: you must read Oedipus the King and use the comprehension booklet to support your understanding.  

TASK 6: You must then write an answer of no less than 500 words to this question: Why do you think Oedipus the 

King is an effective tragedy?  

Success Criteria:  

• Write in full paragraphs 

• Make at least 3 separate points 

• Support your answer with examples from the text  

You must bring this with you to your first lesson of Classical Civilisation in September 

 



6 
 

 

Key Terms 

Term Definition 

catharsis  
 
 

chorus  
 
 

choral ode  
 
 

exodus  
 
 

hamartia  
 
 

hubris  
 
 

kommos  
 
 

monody  
 
 

parabasis  
 
 

parodos  
 
 

peripeteia  
 
 

prologue  
 
 

stasimon  
 
 

stichomythia  
 
 

tragic/dramatic 
irony 
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Oedipus Rex 

Sophocles 
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Support booklet 

 

 

 

 

      Name:  
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Oedipus the King - some background notes 

 

The following is a summary of the story so far when the Oedipus Tyrannus begins. A good 

deal of this information, however, comes from within the play, and the order it is revealed 

there is not the serial temporal order. Some of this information is not in the play at all. In that 

way this summary is misleading because Sophocles has chosen to reveal this information in 

a quite different order in the play. The only point of giving this summary is that without it 

some scenes might seem confusing to a modern audience. The original audience would have 

known versions of this myth, but could expect significant variants, some of which they might 

never have come across.  

 

Summary 

 

An oracle came to Laius king of Thebes in Boeotia saying that, if he had a child, the child 

would kill him. When his wife Jocasta did have a child he had it exposed on Mount 

Cithaeron, with its ankles pierced together. The child did not die, however, because Laius' 

man in pity handed the child to a Corinthian shepherd he met on the mountain. So the child 

went to Corinth where it happened that the king and queen, Polybus and Merope, were 

childless. They brought up Oedipus (Swollen-foot) as their own. When he was a young man 

he was taunted at a party by being called a bastard. He took this to Polybus and Merope who 

denied it, but he was still unsatisfied. So he went to Delphi and asked who his parents were. 

He received no reply except that he would kill his father and marry his mother. In horror at 

this he decided not to go back to Corinth but to journey away. At a crossroads he had an 

altercation with an unknown man and his followers, and killed all but one, including his 

father Laius. This party had been on it way to Delphi. 

 

Journeying on he came to Thebes which at that time was beset 

by the Sphinx. The Sphinx had a riddle: Who is it that walks 

first on four legs, then on two, at last on three. Oedipus gave the 

correct answer: Man, who first crawls on four legs, walks on 

two legs as an adult and supports himself with a stick as an old 

man. He thus banished the Sphinx. The king of Thebes was dead 

(Laius) and Oedipus was asked to become king. He then married 

the widow Jocasta and in due time had four children, the boys 

Eteocles and Polyneices and the girls Antigone and Ismene.   

 

A plague has come upon Thebes. This is a critical challenge to the state. Oedipus must rise to 

the occasion. He comes forth from the palace to address a group who have come to see him. 

 

 

Now read the play and work your way through the booklet to 

help you understand the plot.  

This is the book you need to buy  
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SOPHOCLES  : OEDIPUS THE KING 
 

 

PRODUCTION :   

  

• Circa 429BC 

• 2nd place at the City Dionysia Festival 

 

Read the prologue – Oedipus converses with the priest (p159 – 162) 

 

What is the situation in Thebes at the start of the play? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

What positive and negative impressions do you form of Oedipus from his two speeches? 

 

 

IMPRESSION 

 

 

EVIDENCE / QUOTATION 
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“How could I fail to see what longings bring you here?” 

Examine the irony in this statement. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

What imagery does the priest use to describe the situation in Thebes? 

How effective do you find it? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Explain the reference to the Sphinx (p161) 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

  

 
What is the tone of warning in the priest’s words on p161? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

How does the priest view Oedipus during his speech? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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What has Oedipus done in response to the situation? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Do you find this section an effective opening to the play? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
A successful tragedy often involves the fall of a great figure through a hamartia (tragic flaw). In what 

way does this accurately describe Oedipus? 

(The following website has useful information: 

http://www.gradesaver.com/classicnotes/titles/oedipus/section4.html) 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
At this stage of the play, do you admire Oedipus, sympathise with him, dislike him or ...?  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Read the prologue – Oedipus converses with Creon (p163  – 167) 

 

What did the oracle suggest to relieve the plague? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Why does Oedipus insist on being given this news publicly? 

Is this a good move? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

What information are we given about the murder of Laius? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
How is Oedipus shown not to appreciate the clues he is offered? 

What does this show about him? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Read the parodos – The entry of the Chorus (p168  – 170) 

 

What is the mood of the Chorus at the start of their ode? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
How do the Chorus create sympathy for Thebes? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read the soliloquy of Oedipus and his conversation with the Chorus (p171  – 175) 

 

What is the proclamation of Oedipus? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
How does Sophocles make use of dramatic irony in this section? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

What impressions do you have of Oedipus from this whole section? 

 

 

IMPRESSION 

 

 

EVIDENCE / QUOTATION 
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Read the first part of the conversation between Oedipus and Tiresias (p176  – 181) 

 
What is Oedipus’ attitude/mood in the first two pages? 

 

 

ATTITUDE / MOOD 

 

 

EVIDENCE / QUOTATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
How would you describe the behaviour of Tiresias during these two pages? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

How does Oedipus’ reaction to the prophet change? 

Is this change in attitude justified? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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What accusation does Oedipus make about Tiresias? 

Is his paranoia defensible? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
What is the counter accusation of Tiresias? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Discuss Sophocles’ use of sight and blindness in this section? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

What is Oedipus’ hamartia in this section? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Read the second part of the conversation between Oedipus and Tiresias (p182  – 185) 

 

How does Oedipus taunt Tiresias? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

How does Oedipus reveal his arrogance here? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
What is the reaction of the chorus to Oedipus? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
What use does Sophocles make in this section of blindness/vision and light/darkness imagery? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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What glimpses of the future does Tiresias give? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

“Riddles – all you can say are riddles, murk and darkness” 
Is this a fair assessment of the way Tiresias converses with Oedipus here and elsewhere? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

What is the reversal of fortune (peripeteia) that Tiresias hints at in this section? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

How does Sophocles present Tiresias’ accusation in such a way that the Chorus and 

Oedipus are reluctant to believe it? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Read the choral ode (p186  – 187) 

 

How do the Chorus react to the scene between Oedipus and Tiresias? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Why do the Chorus still show their allegiance to Oedipus? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read the entry of Creon and the agon between Oedipus and him (p188  – 192) 

 

How would you contrast the moods of Creon and Oedipus in their opening speeches? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

How does Oedipus reach the conclusion that Creon and Tiresias have been plotting 

against him? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

How does Sophocles make this scene dramatic? 

 

 

DRAMA 

 

 

EVIDENCE / QUOTATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



15 

 

Read the remainder of the scene between Oedipus and Creon (p193  – 195) 

 

Why does Creon not wish to be king? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

How persuasive do you find his arguments? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

How does Sophocles continue to make this scene dramatic? 

 

 

DRAMA 

 

 

EVIDENCE / QUOTATION 
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Read the entry of Jocasta (p196  – 199) 

 

How does Jocasta act towards Creon and Oedipus? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

What impression do you have of the nature of Jocasta here? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Why do you think Oedipus backs down? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



17 

 

Read the speech of reassurance of Jocasta and Oedipus’ reaction to it (p201 - 204) 

 

How does Jocasta seek to reassure Oedipus in his situation? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Does Jocasta show hubris in her comments? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Why does this revelation alarm Oedipus? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

How is Oedipus’ inquisitive nature revealed in this section? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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How does Sophocles show his skill as an author in constructing this passage? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read the long speech of Oedipus and his dialogue with Jocasta (p205 - 208) 

 

What are we told of Oedipus’ prior life in Corinth? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

What aspects of Oedipus’ character that we have seen elsewhere are revealed in his 

lengthy speech? 

 

 

CHARACTER TRAIT  

 

 

EVIDENCE / QUOTATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



19 

 

 

How does Sophocles make the account of the murder of Laius dramatic? 

 

 

STYLISTIC FEATURE 

 

 

EVIDENCE / QUOTATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What misunderstanding does Oedipus still have at the end of this speech? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Do you feel any sympathy for Oedipus at this point in the play? 

Consider his actions, his personality and the role of fate? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

What are Jocasta’s feelings and concerns at hearing the news? 

Do they differ to what she had expressed earlier? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read the Choral ode (p209 - 210) 

 

How do the Chorus react to Jocasta’s rejection of oracles? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

How do the words of the Chorus look back upon the events of the play? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Which single idea do you feel is most at the forefront of the choral ode? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Read the conversation between the messenger, Oedipus and Jocasta (p211 - 214) 

 

What has Jocasta been doing? 

How does this compare with her earlier sentiments? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

How does Oedipus’ behaviour now compare with that elsewhere in the play? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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What is the messenger’s news? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Explain the reactions of Oedipus and Jocasta. 

How do we feel at this point? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read the conversation between the messenger, Oedipus and Jocasta (p215 - 221) 

 
“It’s all chance, chance rules our lives. Not a man on earth can see a day ahead, groping through the dark. 

Better to live at random, best we can.” 

Explain the irony of these remarks. 

Is this a fair assessment of the play? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

What new aspect of the prophecy does Oedipus now reveal? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
How does Sophocles create dramatic tension on pages 217 – 218? 

 

 

METHOD 

 

 

EXAMPLE / QUOTATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What impression do you have of the nature of Oedipus from this section as a whole? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

What is the significance of Oedipus’ name (p220)? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Why is Jocasta silent for much of this section? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read the dialogue between Oedipus, Jocasta and the Chorus (p222 - 224) 

 

Explain and account for the differences in behaviour of Oedipus and Jocasta. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

What is Oedipus’ explanation for Jocasta’s seemingly odd behaviour? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



25 

 

How would you describe the character of Oedipus in his speech on p224? 

 

 

CHARACTER TRAIT  

 

 

EVIDENCE / QUOTATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the mood of the Chorus in their ode? Why do they behave in this way? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read the first part of the recognition scene (p225 - 228) 

 
Discuss and account for the pace and nature of this first part of the scene. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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What are the reactions of Oedipus to the shepherd’s refusal to talk? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Where else in the play have we seen Oedipus behave in a similar fashion? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read the first part of the recognition scene (p229 - 232) 

 
How is Oedipus’ persistent nature (prothumia) shown in this passage? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
How does Sophocles show his skills as a writer in this section? 

 

 

SKILLS  

 

EVIDENCE / QUOTATION 
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What are your feelings towards Oedipus as the scene develops? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read the choral ode (p233 - 234) 

 
How does Oedipus fit in with the Aristotelian view of the perfect tragic hero? 

(Use only the information given in this section) 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Discuss the imagery used in this ode. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Read the speeches of the messenger (p235 - 237) 

 
Discuss the behaviour of Jocasta before her death and the description of it by Sophocles? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
How does Sophocles create both fear and pity for Oedipus (before he blinds himself) and Jocasta? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

How does the vocabulary used by Sophocles add drama to this point in the play? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Why does Oedipus blind himself? 

(Look at what he says here and consider what is said elsewhere in the play). 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Compare this messenger speech with others that you have read. 

Which do you find more effective and why? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Read the arrival of the blind Oedipus (p238 - 242) 

 

What is the reaction of the Chorus as Oedipus is about to enter? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Compare the differences in the presentation of Oedipus between his first and last appearances in the 

play. 

 

 

FIRST APPEARANCE 

 

 

FINAL APPEARANCE 
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Comment on the language and imagery used by Oedipus on pages 239 – 240. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read the laments of Oedipus (p243 - 244) 

 

According to his own words, why did Oedipus blind himself? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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What rhetorical techniques does Sophocles use to convey the horror of Oedipus’ actions? 

 

 

RHETORICAL TECHNIQUE 

 

 

EVIDENCE / QUOTATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read the arrival of Creon and his conversation with Oedipus (p245 - 247) 

 
What impression do you have of Creon from the first page and a half of this section? 

 

 

IMPRESSION OF CREON 

 

 

EVIDENCE / QUOTATION 
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What requests does Oedipus make of Creon? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read the arrival of Oedipus’ children, Jocasta and Ismene  (p248 - 251) 

 

For whom do you feel most sympathy, Oedipus or his children? 

Explain your answer by referring to this section only. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Do you feel, from what has been said earlier in the play, that exile is the right punishment for 

Oedipus? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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How appropriate a summary of the play is the final statement of the Chorus? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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